
‘use of the future’ in the present 
(imagination, anticipation) in 

cognitive, emotional and action 
processes

Action research 
methodologies

Based on theories of 
complexity and anticipatory 

systems

Learning –by-doing 
pedagogies 

Collective intelligence 
processes 

Co-creation

Strengthening anticipatory capacities and competences

Empowering learning, creativity, resilience, and transformation

L A B O R A T O R Y   O F  I D E A S
FUTURES  LITERACY  LABORATORIES  - NOVELTY 

(FLL- N, UNESCO) 

Expanding the capabilities of freedom

Knowledge creation & decision-making

FL PARADIGMATIC 
CHANGE IN  
KNOWLEDGE 
CREATION 
PROCESSES 



L A B O R A T O R Y   O F  I D E A S
FUTURES  LITERACY  LABORATORIES  - NOVELTY 
(FLL- N, UNESCO) 

LABORATORY 
OF IDEAS 

making sense & 
sense-making 

collective 
intelligence 
processes

REFRAMING

changing 
systemic 

parameters

USING THE 
FUTURE 

to see the 
present 
different

EMBRACING 
COMPLEXITY

SELF-
ORGANIZATION

transformative 
leadership

anticipatory 
capacities & 
competences

SPONTANEITY



USING THE FUTURE TO 
MAKING  SENSE AND 
SENSE -MAKING OF  
NOVELTY



INTERGENERATIONAL LEARNING -BY-DOING 
AND TRANSDISCIPL INARY AC TION -RESEARCH 
PROCESSES



CHANGING NARRATIVES

COMMUNITIES  OF  PRAC TICE



The approach strengthens 
anticipatory capacities 
underlying other deep 
learning competences and 
skills such as: reflexivity, 
critical thinking, curiosity, 
creativity,  teamwork 
collaboration, empathy, 
resilience. 

DISRUPTING THE 
KNOWN



CO-CREATION 



ENJOYING

UNCERTAINTY



TRIPLE  
LEARNING 

LOOP

DOU B LE  
LEARNING 

LOOP

SINGLE  
LEARNING 

LOOP

• Examine values and purposes

• Transform the way we see the 
present

• For what ?

• Transform - Radical Learning

• Examine and question 
underlying assumptions, rules 
and procedures

•Reframe the problem

•What ?

•Generative learning

• Focuses on problem solving

•Apply existing rules and 
procedures to do different

•How?

•Adaptive learning

Argyris and Schön, Double Loop Learning

Flood and Romm, Triple Loop Learning

T R A N S F O R M A T I O N A L
L E A R N I N G  P R O C E S S E S



K N O W L E D G E  
C O C R E A T I O N  P R O C E S S E S



DESIGNING AND FACILITATING 
TRANSFORMATIONAL PROCESSES 

CONCEPTUAL-HEURISTIC
FRAMEWORK APPLIED IN TERRITORIES



AC TION -LEARNING -RESEARCH



TRANSFORMATIONAL LEARNING AT 
EDUCATIONAL CENTERS LEVEL

Garrido, Barboza, 2020



DESIGNING 
RESEARCH 

PROCESSES 
FOR

DECIS ION 
MAKING

QUALITATIVE 
RESEARCH 

FOR PUBLIC  
POLICY



T R A N S F OR M A ND O  
E L  F U T U R O :  
A N T I C I PACI Ó N E N  
E L  S I G LO  X X I

▪https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
h1QOxYMIFIc

▪http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/00
26/002646/264644E.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1QOxYMIFIc
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002646/264644E.pdf


The South American Institute for 
Resilience and Sustainability Studies 
(SARAS²) is an inter and 
transdisciplinary research institute 
(combining disciplinary domains from 
the social, natural and exact 
sciences), aimed at contributing 
substantially to the production of 
knowledge and capacity building in 
processes and frames for 
sustainability of socio-ecosystems. 

A  B O U N D A R Y  I N S T I T U T I O N



M A K I N G  S E N S E  
O F  D I F F E R E N C E



FOR CONTACT

Ly d i a  G a r r i d o

U N E S C O C H A I R
S O C I O C U LT U R A L A N T I C I PAT I O N
A N D  R E S I L I E N C E ,  

S A R A S ,  U R U G UAY   

lydiagarrido@gmail.com


